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DECEMBER 2012  Volume 1, No. 4       CAMARILLO BRANCH  
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Greetings to all AAUW Members and best wishes for a happy holiday season 
 
This season is one of stress:  distress (the difficult kind) and also eustress (the happy kind).  It’s 
our annual opportunity to reconnect with friends and family, to express our generosity with 
gifts and donations, and to enjoy special parties and food.  Fitting all that into our lives is a 
challenge, but, in the end, the effort will be rewarded.  I hope you will find time in your busy 
December for the AAUW gatherings and projects. 
 
Our December meeting will be a social evening on Saturday, December 15th.  See the article 
inside for more details. 
 
We have two fund-raising projects in December: the Holiday Centerpieces and the Knitted 
Scarves a la Jan Ackerman.  More details on these are also inside the newsletter.  Note that 
Centerpiece orders are due very soon: Dec 4th. 
 
AUDITOR VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Our Branch needs a volunteer to perform an audit of our financial records. You don't need to 
be an accountant or a bookkeeper - we just need a sensible member who is not currently an 
officer who will look at the records and perform some checks to ensure that the Treasurer's 
records match the bank statements and the expenses approved by the Executive Committee.  
We have assembled the paperwork and are ready to start.  This task should be done in January.   
 
Please contact Janet Lindgren or Vanessa Otto if you are willing to undertake this essential 
Branch task. 
 
Vanessa Otto 

http://camarillo-ca.aauw.net/
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NEW MEMBERS -CORRECTION 

http://www.airworkssolutions.com
http://www.camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com/
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http://simivalley-ca.aauw.net/2012/11/20/ventura-county-ibc-luncheon/
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Visit to the Home and Studio of Frances Elson 

     Thirty fortunate people had a wonderful afternoon at Fran Elson’s beautiful home and studio in Somis on 
Sunday, November 11th.  The tour started with a stimulating one hour introduction describing her innovative glass 
fusion techniques.  Having spent some time working with colored glass in the past, it was of special interest to see 
Fran’s incredible talents with this delightful medium.    

     Fran and her husband, Ed, built their lovely home located in Somis in 1998.  This well organized studio was 
incorporated into the design of the home which includes a place for the three large kilns for firing the glass.  Fran is 
an incredible producer of all kinds of glass fusion.  She is even known as the inventor of “bubble glass,” a new 

technique in glass fusion, being aptly named ´” The Bubble Queen!” 

     Fran is a charming lady as well as a brilliant artist.  She has such enthusiasm for her work and told us that each 
time she opened a kiln, she was greeted with surprise.  Because some glass changes color in the kiln, it was always a 
mystery!   I thought her glass landscapes were the most intriguing; especially one that was inspired by a beautiful 
sunset picture.  To create all of the colors and layering effect, this had been in the kiln a total of four times.  As she 
added the different elements, Fran had to be especially careful with the temperature for fusing and the correct 
cooling to ensure that the glass did not break. 

     Somehow Fran creates portraits, sets of dishes, and jewelry with her glass.  She has notebooks in which she keeps 
records of every piece so that she can keep track of the processes.  Best of all, if a piece does not turn out well, she 
can ‘fuse’ it together with small left over pieces to great effect.  At the highest temperatures, glass will fuse together 

on the bottom of the kiln to create amazing designs. 

     I jokingly said to Ed, that his electricity bill must be “through the roof.”  But, he countered, “No, we are on solar 

power.” 

     Fran exhibits her work at Seabridge in Oxnard, at the Ventura Museum and at Studio Channel Islands in Olde 
Town Camarillo.  In addition, Fran is having an open house this month which features some of her beautiful glass 
pieces in every room of her home. 

     On Tuesday, December 18th I will be revisiting Fran with my daughter who is in town for the holidays.  You can 
join me if you wish by meeting me at the Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf in Camarillo at 10:30AM.   Fran has generously 
volunteered to give another presentation on that day for any of us wishing to attend. 

Patricia Turner 

 

http://www.somisnuthouse.com/
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PM BOOK REVIEW 
 
Diana Dingler - 

This is a reminder that our December meeting was moved up to Monday, December 
3rd because of the various holiday events.  We will be discussing the intriguing 
book ForgottenGarden by Kate Morton.  The meeting will be held at the home of xxxxxx 
 at 7:30 p.m. The goodies won't be as fabulous as Barbara 
Bergman's, but the place will be festive. I look forward to seeing all of you. 
 
Next year's reading schedule is as follows: 
 
Jan. 28:  Secret Daughter by Shilpi Somaya Gowda 
Feb. 25:  Year of the Fog by Michelle Richmond 
Mar. 25:  The Paris Wife by Paula McClain 
Apr. 22:   Stone's Fall by Iain Pears 
May 20:   Lucy by Ellen Feldman 
 

    
 
HANDMADE SCARF PROJECT 

 
As a special holiday fund-raiser, Jan Ackerman is offering a number of her beautiful hand-
knit scarves for sale.  The proceeds will benefit our scholarship funds.  They would make 
wonderful gifts for yourself or friends. Hand-made items are rare and special.  Jan has 
versions in many different types of yarn, colors and lengths, but they are all $10. If you 
want first choice of color and style, contact Jan ASAP at xxxxxx.  Those that remain will 
be displayed at the party on December 15th.  
Thank you , Jan, for your industry and generosity. 

http://www.dynamicptinc.com/
http://www.hayesgraphics.com
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NON-FICTION BOOK CLUB 

Dec. 11 Wordstruck (Robert McNeil) 
Jan. 8 Emperor of All Maladies (Siddhartha Mukherjee) 

Feb. 12 Physics of the Future: How Science Will 
Shape Human Destiny (Michio Kaku) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 

 

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING:  PARTY ON DEC 15 
 
All AAUW members are invited to the AAUW Holiday Party at the home of Norma and Mark 
Maidel on December 15th at 5:30 PM.  It is a potluck dinner.  The main entree and non-alcoholic 
drinks will be provided by the hosts. Please bring wine to share.  Festive holiday clothes will be 
appropriate.  Feel free to bring a spouse or other guest.  Party-goers are asked to bring an 
appetizer, vegetable, salad, or dessert.  Please RSVP no later than December 12th to xxxxxxx
 or by email.  When you RSVP, please let Janet know what you are 
bringing. 

JANUARY 17 
 
SAVE THE DATE FOR JANUARY MEETING 
 
GET PREPARED FOR THE NEW TAX LAWS 
 
A general meeting is planned for Thursday, January 17th, at the home of Teri McDaniel where 
local attorney Larry Webb will be our guest speaker discussing financial planning issues such as 
Trusts, Wills, and especially the new changes in the estate tax laws coming up for 2013.   

VISIT US ONLINE!  USE 

COUPON CODE JBJ25 

FOR 25% DISCOUNT! 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/jewelsbyjackiecom
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KNOWLEDGE BOWL: Need Volunteers and Questions 
 

AAUW-Camarillo will be organizing the Knowledge Bowl for local high school students 
again in March.  We will need 12 volunteers for the evenings of March 6th, 13th and 20th 

(more on this later).  Organizer Rebecca Pecsok needs our help to produce the questions for 
the event.  We need 880 questions (with answers)!  Rebecca is challenging each of the AAUW 
members to come up with at least five questions. Mail or email your suggestions to Rebecca. 

http://camarillostorage.com/
http://www.ci.camarillo.ca.us/i3.aspx?p=186
http://www.optimaldevelopmentcoaching.com/

