
December 2014 

 The President’s Message  .  .  . HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL 
 

Dear AAUW Camarillo Members –   
 

 Our Authors Day event was a lovely experience.  Great food, entertaining authors  
and some awesome prizes!  I have already read, and greatly enjoyed, Lian Dolan's  
two books.  They are Elizabeth the First and Helen of Pasadena.  Be sure to check 
 them out.  I'm already hearing good things from those who have read the Velva  
Jane books.  I thought the Crayons book was adorable (though I have to say my  
two four-year-olds seemed to think it had too many words . . .  how about that?!?) 
  I am taking Woody's advice to heart – there are an absolute minimum of commas 
 in this message!  And Judi Gill certainly had a lucky day!  I'm hoping she will pass  
on some of the Jack Reacher books she won, as I am determined to read that whole series.   
  

Thanks to our wonderful committee for organizing this fine event:  Diana Dingler, Celina Biniaz, Jane 
Akune, Patricia Turner, Shari Zaiger, Janet Lindquist, Joy Hart, Gloria Colvin, Anita Kuzas, Sarah 
Terriault, Jane Belbusti, Barbara Hilburn, Jerri Newman and Bonnie Christenson.   
Unfortunately, our attendance is declining, so the net profit is lower than we hoped, and thus fewer 
scholarships will be funded.  The date for next year is chosen: Saturday, October 24, 2015.  Mark your 
calendars and help us find ways to sell more tickets next year! 
  

To fund Tech Trek, our remaining fund-raisers have to be more effective!  Please consider buying more 
than one of our holiday centerpieces.  They are lovely in your home or as gifts.  The order form is 
available on our website and also later in this newsletter. 
  

You should have received your 2014-5 Membership Directory in its orange cover by now.  Two forms 
were included: a member survey and an electronic permission form.  Take a minute and complete 
them.  Mail them back to the P.O. Box address at the top of the form.  These will be very helpful to us in 
our future planning and will allow us to keep our mailing costs down when we need to make changes 
to our bylaws.  This is important! 
  

The General Meeting for December is in the form of a potluck Holiday Party on Sunday, December 
14th.  Reservations are required as there is a limit on the number of attendees who will fit.  See inside 
for information on how to reserve for this festive event.  I hope to see you there! 
  

The Executive Committee will not meet in December.  Our next meeting will be January 19, 2015 
 

                                    Vanessa 
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President Obama Nominates 

Loretta Lynch for Attorney General 

 

On Saturday, November 8th, President Obama nominated Loretta Lynch to 
succeed Eric Holder as attorney general.  Lynch currently serves as U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, handling legal cases ranging 
from Mafia busts to cybercrime in five different counties.  If confirmed by the 
Senate, Lynch will be the first African American woman to serve as attorney 
general. 
 

National News 
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Patsy Mink, Mother of Title IX, to Receive 

Presidential Medal of Freedom 

 
On Monday, President Barack Obama named 19 recipients of this year’s 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, America’s highest civilian honor.  AAUW 
was excited to learn that Hawaii congresswoman and longtime AAUW 
member Patsy Takemoto Mink was named posthumously for this 
distinguished honor.  Mink became the first woman of color elected to 
Congress in 1964 and was a co-author of Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972.  Earlier this year, AAUW of Hawaii joined other 
groups and individuals in supporting Mink's nomination for the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6TKH38FrWLdZP4BfwTxFpWQyVIhYgVBz
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                                                     HOLIDAY PARTY 

Sunday, December 14
th 

6:00pm 

 
Jerrie Newman has again graciously offered her home for the Holiday Party to be held 
on Sunday, December 14th, beginning at 6:00pm.  Janet Lindquist is providing ham – 
thank you, Janet and Larry!  When you respond, please state what you will bring – hors 
d’oeuvre, salad, veggie, carb or dessert.  If there is too much of one type of item, you 
may be asked to bring something else.  Please bring enough to serve 12 people.  Soft 
drinks will be provided.  If you would like wine or cocktails, please bring your 
pleasure.  

  
Please RSVP to Janet Lindquist  

(805) 437-6244 by December 10
th

  
 

Local News 

ORDER YOUR  

 

AAUW Holiday Centerpieces  

              TODAY!  $20 

You may choose your ribbon and décor colors! 

Profits go to AAUW Scholarships. 

 
See order form on page 13 (You can print the form and send it in or  
call the number to place your order) 
 

3 



December 2014 

4 

This week, the Associated Press declared Republican Dan Sullivan the winner of the Alaska 
Senate race, bringing a shift in the next Senate to 46 Democrats and 53 Republicans, with 
one contest in Louisiana awaiting a decision from a special runoff election on December 
6.  On Wednesday, Democratic Reps. Louise Slaughter and Julia Brownley secured re-
election after close races and will continue to represent New York’s 25th District and 
California's 26th District, respectively.  These victories bring the numbers in the next House 
to 186 Democrats and 244 Republicans, with five races still undecided.   
  
Meanwhile, the Senate GOP caucus, Senate Democratic caucus, and House GOP caucus held 
leadership elections for the 114th Congress, which begins in January.  Senate Republicans 
unanimously elected Sen. Mitch McConnell of Kentucky to serve as majority leader, and 
Senate Democrats elected Nevada Sen. Harry Reid to lead the Senate minority.  Senate  
Democrats also added new members to their leadership 
team, including Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts 
and Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota.  In the House, 
GOP members re-nominated Ohio Rep. John Boehner to 
continue serving as Speaker of the House and kept the 
rest of his leadership team intact; the Speaker position 
won’t become official until a public vote on the House 
floor in January.  Democrats in the House will elect their 
leaders next week, and their leadership team is also 
expected to remain unchanged.  At a press conference 
on Thursday, current House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi defended her decision to run again and 
denounced the sexism implied by people who ask if 
she's too old for the position: "When was the last time  
you asked Mitch McConnell . . . ‘aren’t you getting a 
little old, Mitch?’,” she responded. 
 
 
 

Update on 2014 Election Results, 

Congressional Leadership Elections 

Puzzle # 1  
Can you complete the 

following language equations? 
  

For example “24 H in a D” is 24 
Hours in a Day. 

 

 366 D in a L Y 
50 U S 

8 S on an O 
52 C in a F D 
90 D in a R A 

7 W of the A W 
12 S of the Z 
18 H on a G C 

 

(Answer on page 12) 
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AAUW-CAMARILLO MEET & GREET BREAKFAST  

AT THE BREAKFAST CAFE 

317 Carmen Drive, Camarillo (in the same parking lot as Michaels and Trader Joe's) 
Saturday, December 27, 2014 at 9:00 AM  

The last Saturday of each month is the date for our monthly Meet & Greet Breakfast at the 
Breakfast Café.  I hope you will all come and enjoy a pleasant social gathering in the midst of 
the holidays.  Friends and potential members are always welcome. 
 
Come a little early to place your order!      Bring friends and prospective new members! 

Vanessa & Gloria 
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DAYTIME BOOK GROUP 
 

We had a good meeting on November 11th, with eight  
of our eleven members attending.  (Missed you,  Jerrie,  
Vanessa and Ann!)  We enjoyed a lively discussion of  
Letter to My Daughter by the late Maya Angelou.  
 
Our next meeting, December 9th at Jan Cheveres’, is our  last 
meeting in 2014.  Please feel free to join us. Our meetings  
start at 1:00 pm on the designated dates below.  
Please call or email the hostess if you will be joining us.   

  
December 9   Home of Jan Cheveres 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beach (available in hardcover  & Kindle) 
 

January 13   Home of Barbara Hilburn  

Behind the Beautiful Forever: Life, Death and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity by Katherine Boo  
(available in paperback, hardcover, unabridged audio and Kindle)  
 

February 10   Home of Faye Villa  

No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden, the NSA, and the U.S. Surveillance State by Glenn  Greenwald 
(available in paperback, hardcover, unabridged audio and Kindle)  
 

March 10    Home of Jerrie Newman  

Orange Is The New Black: My Year in a Women’s Prison by Piper Kerman (available in  paperback, 
unabridged audio and Kindle)  
 

April 14    Home of Celina Biniaz  

Let's Explore Diabetes With Owls by David Sedaris (available in paperback, unabridged audio  
and  Kindle) 
 

May 12    Home of Eileen Rinde  

The Romanov Sisters: The Lost Lives of the Daughters of Nicholas and Alexandra by Helen  
Rappaport (available in paperback, hardcover, unabridged audio and Kindle) 
 

June 9    (Location TBD) 

Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year History of the Human Body by Neil Shubin  (available 
in paperback, hardcover, unabridged audio and Kindle)  

Standing:  Faye Villa, Eileen Rinde, Anita Roll, 
Janet Lindquist,  Celina Biniaz. Seated:  Jan 
Cheveres, Carolyn Berry, Barbara Hilburn  



December 2014 

THE P. M. BOOK REVIEW  

Our meeting date was moved up this month due to the holidays and busy 
 social calendars.  We met on December 1st at 7:30pm at the home of Barbara  
Bergman and discussed the book Empty Mansions by Bill Dedman and Paul  
Clark Newell, which is a head-shaking mystery of wealth, expenditures and loss.  It was 
fascinating. 
  
For those of you wishing to read ahead, the following is a list of our scheduled reading through 
the winter and spring of 2015 
  

January 26    The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd (available in paperback, hardcover, 
unabridged audio and  Kindle) 
   
February 23  The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion (available in paperback, hardcover, 
unabridged audio, Kindle and multimedia CD) 
  

March 23        The Light Between The Oceans by M.L. Stedman (available in paperback, 
hardcover, unabridged audio, Kindle and multimedia CD) 
   

April 27       The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin  (available in paperback, 
hardcover, unabridged audio and  Kindle) 
  

May 18       What She Left Behind by Ellen Marie Wiseman (available in paperback, 
hardcover, unabridged audio and  Kindle) 
 

For More Information contact: Diana Dingler - 987-8013 
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CURIOSITY NEVER RETIRES... 

 Osher Lifelong Learning Institute – OLLI at CSUCI 
Select from 4, 6 or 8 wk. classes in Camarillo, Thousand Oaks, Ventura and Ojai 

Winter term begins January 12, 2015. 

Please Google CSUCI/OLLI after December 5th for the Winter 2015 Schedule. 
Call 805-437-2748 to register or for transit/parking information. 

Explore academia with like-minded, inquiring minds (50+)! 
"No Tests, No Grades, No Kidding!” 
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Save the Date! 
IBC (Inter-Branch Council) Luncheon 

Saturday, January 24, 2015 at 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Los Robles Greens Golf Course, 299 S. Moorpark Road, Thousand Oaks 

Tickets are $30 (Buffet luncheon (including salmon) is included)  

  
Speaker Panel Topic:  Human Trafficking in Southern California 

 On Saturday, January 24th, we will join the Simi and Thousand Oaks AAUW branches for the annual 
IBC (Inter-Branch Council) luncheon.  This year we have a very interesting and informative 
program.  There will be a panel of three speakers addressing the large problem of human trafficking 
in Southern California.   All three speakers are local (one an FBI agent) and are involved in this social 
issue from different sides, from prosecution to providing assistance for victims.    

 To reserve your seat  see flyer on page 14 

Contact  Janet Lindquist (805) 437-6244)  
 Send your check made payable to Camarillo AAUW directly to 32106 Village 32, Camarillo, 93012.    

Join us at Los Robles Greens Golf Course in Thousand Oaks! 

Many Thanks To Those Who Attended Our recent 

Authors’ Day Luncheon! 

 

Due to your attendance at this annual fundraiser, and your generosity with additional 
donations, we will be able to continue to provide scholarships to CSUCI Re-Entry 

college students and local middle-school girls in the Tech Trek Program at UCSB.  We 
will also give two young women the opportunity to attend the National Conference 

for College Women Student Leaders. 
  

In order to continue providing these very worthwhile opportunities, we have already 
secured a date for next year's Authors’ Day Luncheon, Oct. 24, 2015. See you then!  

  
Please add this date to your personal calendars:   

Saturday, October 24, 2015! 
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We still have a lot of members who have not returned 

the September survey . . . 

 
We would really like to get those questionnaires back! 
  
It all comes down to one central question:  Who is interested in what project?  
Committee chairs need to know – no one wants to spend hours calling members when 
they have no idea whether they might be interested.  This is particularly important for 
our new members, as we would like to involve you.   Please do feel free to add special 
interests that we may not have thought about, add any questions that you might 
have, add an additional comment, or indicate that you really don't have time right 
now.   You are not committing yourself to anything by filling out the questionnaire:  I’m 
sure you know that our branch's philosophy is that “no” is always an acceptable 
response if you are contacted and too busy to help at that time.   The first part of the 
questionnaire asks that you indicate which areas are of interest to you.  Please fill this 
portion out even if you don’t have time this year (which of course you would make a 
note of in the comment section!).  This would be very helpful in the future.  If you 
don't want to specify one area over another, please mark the one-time things.   The 
survey can be found at our website with the archived issues of the Beacon (or directly 
at http://camarillo-ca.aauw.net/files/2012/09/Oct-2014-AAUW-Camarillo-Beacon-
Newsletter-web.pdf), or see page 15.  
 
Questionnaires may be returned by e-mail to nkvanslyke@verizon.net or mailed to 
Kathy Van Slyke or sent to the AAUW post office box with the permission form for e-

mail communication.  The latter would be a good way to do both things at once. 

Puzzle #2 
What number comes next in the sequence:   

1   2   3   5   9   12   ? 
Answer on Page 12  
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The Great Decisions 

Foreign Policy 

Discussion Group 

  

Is looking for someone to coordinate 
the meetings for 2015, so that they can 
take place earlier in the day.  Linda 
Cohenour is willing to host the 8 
monthly meetings at her home off 
Santa Rosa Rd.  Kim Stephenson is 
happy to walk through the program 
with anyone interested.  It's pretty 
simple – order and distribute the 
books and DVD, schedule the meetings, 
then at each meeting show the episode 
and discuss the chapter of the month.   
 
Kim can be reached by email or phone 

kimstep@rocketmail.com or   
(805)231-2733. 
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Save the Date! 

  

2ND Annual  

Theatre/Dinner Party at the 

Rubicon Theatre 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 

  
On Saturday, March 28th, we’ll sit down 
for a 2:00pm performance of In Search of 
Intelligent Life in the Universe, starring 
Stephanie Zimbalist, with dinner to 
follow.  Watch this space for ticket 
information and, perhaps, a surprise 
bonus!   

Please contact  

Jeanne Adams (805) 482-1407 

if you’d like to assist with this event. 

Public Policy Meeting 
Planned for January 22, 2015 
Please Join Your Local Public Policy 

Committee 
Committee Currently Being Formed 
For More Information Please Contact: 

 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer  

845-464-7515 (cell) 

The Knowledge Bowl 

Competition will take place on the evenings 
of March 4th, March 11th and March 18th, 2015.  

Locations have not yet been determined but will 
be at high schools within Ventura County. If you 

would like to volunteer as a question reader, 
judge or timer, please contact Rebecca Pecsok 

at rpecsok@gmail.com  
 805-207-5405.  

No experience necessary 

mailto:kimstep@rocketmail.com
mailto:rpecsok@gmail.com
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ADVERTISEMENTS Thank You For Your Generous Support! 
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Board of Directors 
Members 2014-2015 

 
Vanessa Otto 
President 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer, 
President-Elect 
Sara Stern 
Recording Secretary 
Celina Biniaz 
Corresponding Secretary 
Janet Lindgren 
Treasurer/Parliamentarian 
Agatha Miller 
Member Treasurer 
Diana Dingler 
VP, Hospitality 
Teri McDaniel 
VP, Membership 
Judi Gill 
VP, Programs 
Janet Lindquist 
Past President 
 
 
Newsletter Editorial Staff 

2014-2015 
Ann Wasson 
Editor 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer 
Design and Layout 

12 

 Calendar of Events 
 

NO General Meetings in December  

Please note the following dates/events: 

  

2014 

December 14th    Holiday party at Jerrie Newman’s.   
                    (Look for details on page 3) RSVP Now! 

2015    
January 24

th
       IBC Luncheon- See details on page 8 

   

January 27
th

       General Meeting with Sheila Lowe will 
               discuss  Handwriting  Forensics 
 

March 28
th               Theatre party at the Rubicon 

 

April                Afternoon Family excursion to PV     
               Historical  Museum 
 

May 17
th

                Santa Barbara Symphony 

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
#1 
366 D in a LY  = 366 days in a leap year 
50 U S = 50 United States 
8 S on an O     = 8 sides on an octagon 
52 C in a FD   = 52 cards in a full deck 
90 D in a RA   = 90 degrees in a right angle 
7 W of the AW = 7 wonders of the ancient world 
12 S of the Z   = 12 signs of the zodiac 
18 H on a GC   = 18 holes on a golf course  
#2: 

Answer:  21.  These are numbers ending in a vowel. 
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