
February 2015 

The President’s Message 

Dear AAUW Camarillo Members, 
  

Here we are in the month of Love and Romance!  I'm going to commit to a month of kind deeds and 
generosity.  Why don't you try that, too?  Send a valentine to someone who hasn't gotten one in a long 
time.  Share flowers or food with someone who needs encouragement.  Do something educational with 
a young person.  Do you have other ideas?   
  
Our Branch congratulates Gloria Colvin and Raymonda Kent and their band of decorating elves on a 
successful centerpiece project.  They raised a net of over $1,400 (more than double their goal) for 
Branch scholarships, including over $400 in cash donations.  With receipt of $4,800 from the Haas 
Foundation, we have met our minimal 2014 fundraising goals.  More is better – we can still add a few 
more Tech Trek grants if more money appears . . . 
  

Thanks to those who came to the reception on January 19th for the Global Fund for Women with a 
panel of speakers about global women’s rights.  There was a good turnout of women from a number of 
local organizations.  Their presentation reminded us that AAUW has its own international fund, which 
is named after one of its directors, Virginia Gildersleeve.  We need to learn more about our own 
Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund (VGIF), and possibly do a project in support of it, so we will 
invite a speaker to a forthcoming meeting, probably in May. 
  

In February the general meeting will be Tuesday, February 24th at the VCCF Board Room.  We will have 
a program on the Ventura County Grand Jury.  Have you served on this, or might you be interested to 
do so?  Come and learn what it does and how they do it.  There’s an article about the Tuesday general 
meeting and our speaker later in this newsletter. 
  

We also have two upcoming cultural events.  On March 28th we will have a group dinner and theatre 
party at the Rubicon.  Then on May 17th there will be a lunch fundraiser to see Porgy & Bess at the 
Santa Barbara Symphony.  If you are interested in either of these events, you need to make 
reservations soon.  Please see inside for more details on these activities. 
  

We have received a proposal to support the Ventura County Science Fair with a booth with information 
about women in science.  This correlates very well with our organization's goals and interests. It will 
be on April 1st.  We have members who are willing to work on this, and we have resources of 
information and costumes via our WIH project.  However we need a few more committee members to 
pull this off.   Any volunteers?  Please see the article inside for more information. 
  

The next Executive Board meeting will be on February 16th at the home of Jan Ackerman.  I'm looking 
forward to seeing all the Directors there. Branch members are also welcome to attend. 
  

Looking forward to a month of kindness and loving actions,  
Vanessa  
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General Meeting 

February 24, 2015 at 7:00pm 

  

Ventura County Community 
Foundation (VCCF)  

4001 Mission Oaks Blvd.,Camarillo,  
 (just East of the Camarillo Ranch House) 

  

The Ventura Grand Jury is a civil 
investigatory panel of 15 citizens created 
to serve as a voice of the people and a 
conscience of the community.  Jurors are 
not appointed by politicians; they are 
volunteers who act as eyes and ears of 
Ventura County residents.  
  

At our General Meeting on Tuesday, 
February 24, 2015, we welcome Janice 
Feingold, a current member of the Grand 
Jury.  She is a retired Professor of 
Accounting at Moorpark College, where 
she taught for 27 years; she is currently 
the accountant and business manager for a 
family-owned business.  I think most of us 
are aware of criminal investigations that a 
grand jury may conduct, but a grand jury 
also conducts civil investigations.  Here’s 
your chance to learn more about the 
important functions a grand jury performs 
for its citizens. 
  

 An RSVP would be appreciated to Judi Gill 
at jygill@roadrunnder.com or Barbara 
Hilburn at hilburndesigns@gmail.com. 

GREAT DECISIONS GROUP 

Our first meeting of 2015 will be 
on Wednesday, February 25th from 
5:30-7:00pm, at Linda Cohenour's 
home (6950 Calle Dia, Camarillo).   
 

Kim has ordered the books and DVD 
and will let group members know 
when and how to pick them up once 
they arrive.  Once you have your 
book, please read Chapter 1 prior to 
the meeting.   
  

A summary of our first topic, Russia 
and the Near Abroad: 
“As calls for closer ties with the EU 
failed to be met, Ukrainians took to 
the streets in November 2013.  As 
the movement later known as the 
Euromaidan, or “Euro Square,” 
pulled western Ukraine closer to its 
European neighbors, another 
powerful force threatened to tear 
away the country’s eastern half:  
Russia.  Putin’s pushback against 
European expansionism has the 
West wondering:  If Putin’s Russia 
isn’t afraid to take an aggressive 
stance against Europeanization in 
Ukraine, what does that mean for 
the rest of Russia’s neighbors?” 

mailto:jygill@roadrunnder.com
mailto:hilburndesigns@gmail.com
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VENTURA COUNTY SCIENCE FAIR 

 
Would you like to be part of a project that could potentially encourage a 
number of top middle and high school students to go into the science and 
math fields, one that doesn’t involve a lot of work (for you, anyway)? 
  

 
Yes! 
  

There is a one day event – the Ventura County Science Fair, with almost 1,000 of 
the top middle and high school students in the county participating – on April 
1st.  We will have a booth presenting science women in the past, science women 
in the present, and science in your future. 
  
Our needs are small – but we need some help if it is going to happen.  What we 
need is as follows: 

A few people to attend one (or at the most two) planning meetings 
A couple of people to design and make the science boards that will be used 
for the display – mostly from material that we have 
A couple of people to research ideas for fun summer science activities for 
students – there are opportunities other than TechTrek 
Two or three women in costume representing famous women in science of 
both past and present (these can be either from our branch or from our 
community women’s history portrayers) 

  
 
If you are interested in helping with this event or have questions about it, please 

contact: 

Kathy Van Slyke at 482-3744 or e-mail her at nkvanslyke@verizon.net.   
This is a big event – click on the link above to read more about it.  Without 
volunteers from our branch to plan it, our participation this year will not 

happen.  Volunteer for a day! 
 

http://www.vcoe.org/sc/ScienceFair.aspx
mailto:nkvanslyke@verizon.net
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DAYTIME BOOK GROUP 

On Tuesday, January 13th we had a fascination discussion of Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers by Katherine Boo, an important and insightful, but very depressing book.  
Ann Wasson joined us for the first time; it was our pleasure to meet her.  Barbara 
Hilburn excelled in her hostess duties, providing a wonderful high tea.  Future 
meetings, locations and books are listed below. 
  
February 10  Home of Faye Villa  
No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden, the NSA, and the U.S. Surveillance State by Glenn 
Greenwald (available in paperback, hardcover, unabridged audio and Kindle)  
  
March 10  Home of Celina Biniaz  
Orange Is The New Black: My Year in a Women’s Prison by Piper Kerman (available in 
paperback, unabridged audio and Kindle)  
  
April 14  Home of Jerrie Newman 
Let's Explore Diabetes With Owls by David Sedaris (available in paperback, 
unabridged audio and Kindle) 
  
May 12  Home of Anita Roll 
The Romanov Sisters: The Lost Lives of the Daughters of Nicholas and Alexandra by 
Helen Rappaport (available in paperback, hardcover, unabridged audio and Kindle) 
  
June 9  Home of Eileen Rinde 
Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year History of the Human Body by Neil 
Shubin (available in paperback, hardcover, unabridged audio and Kindle) 

PUZZLE # 1 

 

When she is one year older than she is now, Janet will be twice as old as she 
was two years ago. How old is Janet? 

Answer on Page 12 
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THE P. M. BOOK REVIEW  

 
February's selection is The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion, which is a romantic 
comedy featuring an oddly charming, socially challenged genetics professor as he 
seeks true love by designing a Wife Project to find his perfect partner.   
 

We will meet on February 23, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 

Mary Rockwell 805-484-7782   

Please give her a call if you plan to attend.   
  
For those wishing to read ahead, following are the remainder of the books we've 
selected for March, April, and May 2015.  Please feel free to join us. 
  
March 23  The Light Between The Oceans by M.L. Stedman 
  
April 27  The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin 
  
May 18  What She Left Behind by Ellen Marie Wiseman 
  

Diana Dingler 805-987-8013 
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The last Saturday of each month is the date for our monthly Meet & Greet 
Breakfast at the Breakfast Café.  I hope you will all come and enjoy a pleasant 

social gathering.  Friends and potential members are always welcome. 
 

AAUW – Camarillo Meet and Greet Breakfast 

Breakfast Café, 317 Carmen Drive, Camarillo  

(Near  Michaels and Trader Joe's) 
9:00am  Saturday, February 28

th
   

 
Come a little early to place your order – 
 Please do bring friends and prospective new members! 
Vanessa and Gloria 




