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Thanks to those of you who signed the Electronic Permission Forms and picked up your annual 
Directories.   We will be mailing those forms and booklets to non-attendees shortly.  The surveys 
you completed will be extremely useful to us – if you have not yet sent in your survey response, 
please do so as soon as possible. 
 

I want to give special kudos to Karen Allen, who created and printed the Directories for us.  Some 
errors creep into every human-made thing, so in the event you find an error in the Directory, please 
let Membership Chair Teri McDaniel know, and she will ensure that the newsletter publishes 
necessary corrections and additions. 
 

Our next big push will be on the Author's Day fundraising event on November 15. This is the primary 
way we raise funds for our scholarships.  Please make a serious effort to sell tickets.  We also need 
donations of gently-used recent books for the event. 
 

Our next meeting is on October 13th at 5:30pm in the Community Room of the VCCF offices, 
where we will meet the 2014 Tech Trek scholars and their families .  We will gather there again for 
our General Meeting on Wednesday, October 28th at 7:30pm, where we will hear from Past 
President Rebecca Pecsok about her experiences in the Galapagos Islands.   
 

The next Executive Committee meeting will be Monday, October 20 at the home of Agatha Miller.  
Directors are required to attend, and members are warmly invited to come too.    

 

                         Vanessa 

 
 

                                                                                

    The President’s Message  .  .  . 
 

Dear AAUW-Camarillo Members: 
 

It was great seeing so many of you in fine fettle 
for our annual kickoff meeting on September 
21st.  Our grateful thanks to hostess Kathy 
Yanov for the lovely setting.  Her patio is like a 
forest grotto, but with a fine view of the 
Camarillo hills. Thanks to Diana Dingler for 
arranging the setup and drinks, to those who 
helped Kathy with tables and chair setup, and to all our fine cooks for the salads and desserts.  It 
was great to meet two of our scholarship winners, and very inspiring to hear from Norma Yeager.  
I am enjoying reading her book, too!  Thanks, Diana, for finding this interesting program for us.  

September 2014 Kick-Off 
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                                                             A Look at the Gender Pay Gap 
 

Imagine you work an entry-level job alongside someone who has less experience than you 
but still makes more money. Maybe you become a supervisor, yet still take home less pay 
than the employees you manage. Years go by and you look back on a lifetime of work and 
realize you lost hundreds of thousands of dollars in earnings. 
 

This is real life for women working in a country with a gender pay gap alive and well. The 
latest data from the U.S. Census Bureau illustrate how that gap affects women, who are the 
primary source of income for 40 percent of American families. 
 

First, there’s the benchmark. In 2013, the typical woman working full time, year-round in 
the United States earned 78 percent of men’s earnings. That number rose a lousy 1 percent 
since 2012 — a change that is not significantly different. 
 

This is the point in the story when critics like to stomp all over the 78-cent statistic. Much 
of what they say is fair: This number doesn’t take into consideration factors like industry, 
education, and experience. But this number is important because it offers a snapshot of 
where women stand in making money for their families. And the big pay gap number 
makes clear that, for whatever reason, women are making less money than men. Period. 
Of course AAUW is also interested in the reasons behind the pay gap. That’s why in 2012 
we published a report that made an apples-to-apples comparison. We looked at workers 
one year out of college, when men and women are virtually equal in age, education, and 
family responsibilities, and we controlled for factors known to affect earnings, such as 
major, occupation, and hours worked. 
 

Guess what. We still found an unexplainable 7 percent gender pay gap. We know that this 
gap gets worse with age, affecting both women’s take-home pay and their retirement 
accounts. (AAUW welcomes people to donate 7 percent of their paycheck to us if they think 
that’s a small number not worth quibbling over.)                                
                                                                                                                                   (continued on page 12) 

National Stories 
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       Tech Trek National News 
 

Tech Trek is expanding!  We are excited to 
announce three new national Tech Trek 
pilot sites for 2015, bringing the total to 19 
sites: 
 
New Jersey 
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey 
By AAUW Atlantic City (NJ) Branch  
 
Iowa Simpson College 
By AAUW Indianola (IA) Branch 
 
Oklahoma University of Tulsa 
By AAUW Tulsa (OK) Branch 
 
AAUW of Washington will also expand its 
AAUW national Tech Trek program to a 
second site. 
 
The new camps will join returning camp 
sites in Alabama, California (8), Florida, 
New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon and 
Washington. 
 
AAUW of California member Marie Wolbach 
founded Tech Trek in 1998 with the help of 
an AAUW Community Action Grant.  

  IGNITING THE SPARK:  
TECH TREK STEM CAMPS FOR GIRLS 

        SUMMARY OF SURVEY FINDINGS 
 

Since 1998, AAUW has helped change girls’ lives 
through Tech Trek, an experiential summer 
camp designed to pique the interest of rising 
eighth-grade girls in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM).  A 2013 
survey of Tech Trek alumnae who attended the 
camp in California between 2006 and 2009 
demonstrates the program’s lasting effects on 
many levels, including interest and confidence 
in STEM fields, decision to pursue STEM 
curricula, and future career plans. 
 

To read the news article in its entirety please go 
to the following link: 
 

http://www.aauw.org/files/2014/05/Tech-
Trek-CA-Alumnae-Survey-Flyer.pdf 
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Come Meet OUR 2014 Tech Trek 
Scholars & Their Families  

Listen to their stories on October 13th, at 5:30 
PM in the Community Room of the Ventura 
County Community Foundation (VCCF) (4001 
Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo Pizza will be 
served, so RSVP to Donna Herleikson-Ryden 
at 482-1016 or aherleik@aol.com by Friday, 
October 10th.  These young women represent 
the efforts of all the fund raising our AAUW 
branch does each year.  See what your hard 
work has accomplished. 
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AND C-O-N-G-R-E-S-S  .  .  . 
 

And just like that, they’re gone.  Just two weeks after returning from their August recess, 
members of Congress headed back to their districts, not to return to Washington, D.C. until 
after the 2014 mid-term elections. 
 

So the question becomes: what now?  What do you and I do between now and mid-
November, when senators and representatives return for a lame-duck session in the final 
days of the 113th Congress? 
 

The answer is: We step up our ground game. 
 

 We hold voter registration drives to help everyone – especially young women, who are 
less likely to vote in critical midterm elections – make their voices heard on Tuesday, 
November 4. 
We organize issue forums for community members to learn about public policy issues or 
ballot initiatives in our area. 
We host candidate forums for voters to learn about who is running for office and how 
they will stand up for women and families if elected. 
We write letters to the editor and op-eds to call attention to the issues in our community 
and help shape the public debate that will follow our members of Congress back to 
Washington, D.C. 
We distribute information about our candidates, too, so we can educate our communities 
where candidates stand on AAUW’s priority issues.  
 

Don’t Forget To Vote 
November 4th! 

Please Join Your Local Public Policy Committee 
Committee Currently Being Formed 

For More Information Please Contact: 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer  

845-464-7515 (cell) 
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Name Badges 
We will be updating name badges 

in the next few months.  
Look in next month’s Beacon for 

ordering information. 
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                                         THE AUTHORS ARE COMING  .  .  . 
                                                                        THE AUTHORS ARE COMING !!! 
 

12TH ANNUAL AUTHORS' DAY FUNDRAISER 
Four Points Sheraton Hotel – Ventura 

Saturday, Nov. 15  10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Tickets - $50  ($25 tax deductible) 

 

Tickets and flyers are now available to this yearly fabulous event.  Don't miss out.  This is our 
largest fundraiser of the year, where our proceeds go toward providing scholarships to 
CSUCI re-entry college students, as well as Tech Trek scholarships for local girls who are 
ready to enter the 8th grade. Come and enjoy meeting and listening to four diverse authors: 
 

Lian Dolan - an LA Times bestselling author, and talk show host 
 

Woody Woodburn - National award-winning columnist from the Ventura Star, and non-
fiction author 
 

Jennifer Niven - Author of historical, contemporary, adult and YA books; 
appeared in Newsweek, The New Yorker, The London Times and Dateline NBC 
 

Drew Daywalt - Author of the popular The Day the Crayons Quit 
 

For tickets or ticket packets, please contact Diana Dingler (987-8013). Each table seats nine 
comfortably, but a 10th can be added if necessary. Lunch choices this year are:  Slow Roasted 
Tri-Tip, Lemon Dill Salmon, or Rigatoni Primavera. 

Local Stories 

         COLLECTING GENTLY USED BOOKS          
 

To help complete our table decorations for the Authors' Day event, we are collecting fairly 
recent, gently used hardbacks and paperback books. If you have any to donate, please drop 

them off at the following locations between now and Nov. 10. This is a good time to go 
through those bookcases! 
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AAUW-CAMARILLO MEET & GREET BREAKFAST  

AT THE BREAKFAST CAFE 

317 Carmen Drive, Camarillo (in the same parking lot as Michaels and Trader Joe's) 
9:00 AM Saturday, October 25, 2014 

On the last Saturday of the month, October 25th this time around, it will be time for our 
monthly Meet and Greet breakfast. This is always a pleasant social gathering, and a very nice 
breakfast, too.  Mark your calendar! 
 
Come a little early to place your order!      Bring friends and prospective new members! 
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                                                             P.M. Book Review 
Our schedule has now been set for the new season.  Please join us for the next meeting, which is 
scheduled for Monday, October 27 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Joyce Klemann (484-1343).  We will be 
discussing the #1 New York Times Bestseller The Husband's Secret by Liane Moriarty.  As the book 
cover suggests, "The truth can change everything".  
 

 Please note that we will not be meeting during the month of November due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday, but for those wishing to read ahead, we will meet early in December (Dec. 1) to review Empty 
Mansions by Bill Dedman.  All newcomers are welcome.  And, as a courtesy, please give Joyce a call to 
let her know if you are coming to the October meeting.  
Contact: Diana Dingler - 987-8013 

A Poem: 
 
Take time to work, 
It is the price of success, 
Take time to think, 
It is the source of power. 
Take time to play, 
It is the secret of perpetual youth. 
Take time to read, 
It is the foundation of wisdom. 
Take time to be friendly, 
It is the road to happiness. 
Take time to love and be loved, 
It is the privilege of the gods. 
Take time to share, 
Life is too short to be selfish. 
Take time to laugh, 
Laughter is the music of the soul. 
 
-Old English prayer – author unknown 

Puzzles: 
 

Puzzle #1:  
In each sentence below, one letter in each 
word has been misprinted. Can you find the 
original sentences? 
 

O bord is she land in eorth too is she push. 
She barly bind watches she warm. 
I tolling stonk rathers to mops. 
Thy grans in alwags greeter in thy otter wide. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Puzzle #2: 
Below are seven countries, whose letters have 
been scrambled.  Once you have unscrambled 
the letters, the first letters of each of the 
countries can then be scrambled to make 
another country.  Can you find this country? 
 

AADNORR   AEHIIOPT  CEEEGR 
AAAACDGMRS  ANORWY  AAIMNOR 

EEMNY 
 

(Answers on page 12) 
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AAUW Nonfiction Book Group 
 

 
 
We have our books, meeting dates and hostesses chosen through the month of May 2015!  
Please feel free to join us.  Our meetings start at 1:00 pm on the designated dates below. 
 
October 14  Home of Barbara Cudmore           
After-shock: The Next Economy and America's Future by Robert Reich  
 
November 11 Home of Jan  Cheveres  
Letter to My Daughter by Maya Angelou   (Paperback) 
  
December 9      Home of Janet Lindquist          
A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beach 
 
January 13       Home of Barbara Hilburn       
Behind the Beautiful Forevers by Katherine Boo (Paperback) 
 
February 10      Home of Faye Villa                  
No Place to Hide by Glenn Greenwald (Hardback) 
 
March 10       Home of Jerrie Newman          
Orange Is The New Black by Piper Kerman (Paperback) 
 
April 14             Home of Celina Biniaz             
Let's Explore Diabetes With Owls by David Sedaris (Paperback) 
 
May 12              Home of Eileen Rinde             
The Romanov Sisters: The Lost Lives of the Daughters of Nicholas and Alexandra by Helen 
Rappaport (hardback) 

8 



October 2014 

Women's History 

 
Next year (2015 already!) between March 2nd  and March 20th the  lives of 14 women will 
be presented in twenty-minute first-person costumed portrayals in 15 schools, both public 
and private, in Camarillo and Somis.  We usually have about 100 portrayers, most of whom 
are parents of students in the schools.  Our branch provides the scripts, props, training, and 
costume advice (or costumes) for the women we present.  To see what women we are 
presenting in 2015, please go to our website at http://camarillo-
ca.aauw.net/2014/01/30/women-in-history-2015/ . 
  
Our greatest need for help right now is in the area of props.  I have a couple of volunteers 
but would like a couple more, so that the job is not too time-consuming for any one person.  
We will be finishing the reorganization of storage, making sure all the props are ready for 
the 2015 program, and filling the prop bags.  It would be nice, but not absolutely essential, 
if we could get one volunteer with a basic knowledge of Word and minimal knowledge of 
Excel.  Our inventories are kept on the computer and involve those two programs.  Actually, 
if someone wanted to do just that portion of the job, it would work well.   There may be 
some opportunities to develop some props, but that is not part of the basic job.  I’m 
planning to do the storage organization this fall, but most of the prop organization for the 
2015 program will be done in January.  There will be some follow-up in March after the 
program. 
  
We also welcome members who would like to be portrayers. We will provide you with a 
script, which does not have to be memorized.  In fact you shouldn't memorize it – it’s best if 
you just learn it well enough to be able to pretend to be that person.  The time commitment 
is usually a morning.  We fill in the holes when the schools cannot find a parent, and all the 
teachers would like the women portrayed.  It’s a great addition to their curriculum. 
  
If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact  
Kathy Van Slyke at 482-3744 or nkvanslyke@verizon.net  
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As you have no doubt noticed in previous Beacons, we are conducting a survey of all the 
branch members to better determine common interests. You are NOT committing to 
anything at this time; you are just indicating possible interests. If you are called at some 
future time about participating in something you expressed an interest in, and you are 
busy, or you have changed your mind, “No” is a perfectly acceptable response.   
 

If you have not yet responded to the survey, PLEASE take a minute and do so now.   
 

The survey is attached, and you have a couple of choices on how you return it.  You may 
open the attached Word file, answer the questions by highlighting your answers, save the 
altered document and attach the altered one to your email to Kathy Van Slyke at 
nkvanslyke@verizon.net.  
 

Or you may print out the attached Word document, mark your answers with a pen/pencil, 
and mail the paper to Kathy (1789 Regent Street, Camarillo 93012).   
 

If you do this promptly, it will save us a lot of time and effort chasing you, as we are aiming 
for 100% participation.  
 

Please call Kathy at 482-3744 if you have any questions or need help. 

ATTENTION!  Survey Information 

See Survey on Next Page  
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PUZZLE ANSWERS 
#1: A bird in the hand is worth two 
in the bush.  The early bird catches 
the worm.  A rolling stone gathers 
no moss.  The grass is always 
greener on the other side. 
 
#2: Germany. 
AADNORR = Andorra, AEHIIOPT = 
Ethiopia; CEEEGR = Greece; 
AAAACDGMRS = Madagascar; 
ANORWY = Norway; AAIMNOR = 
Romania; EEMNY = Yemen; 
A + E + G + M + N + R + Y = 
Germany 

 A Look at the Gender Pay Gap (cont. from page 2) 
 

Race and ethnicity have always created a dividing line 
in the United States, and it’s no different with the 
gender pay gap. When a race lens is added to the pay 
gap, it becomes clear that the pay gap is worse for many 
women of color. Here’s a look at what women of 
different races and ethnicities make compared with 
non-Hispanic white men (a benchmark used because 
they make up the largest demographic group in the 
labor force). 
  

 •Asian American women experience the smallest 
gender pay gap: In 2013 they took home 90 percent of 
white men’s earnings (a 3 percent increase from 2012). 
 

  •The gap is largest for Hispanic and Latina women, 
who were paid only 54 percent of what white men were 
paid in 2013 (a 1 percent increase from 2012). 
 

  •The gender pay gap for American Indian and Alaska 
Native women has widened just slightly since 2012, 
dropping from 60 to 59 percent in 2013. Similarly, 
compared with 2012, the gender pay gap forNative 
Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander women widened by 
1 percent to 65 percent. 
  

 •The gender pay gap held steady for African American 
women, who were paid 64 percent of what white men 
were paid in 2013, and for white women, who were 
paid 78 percent of what white men were paid. 
 
For more detail, you can read the full article at 
http://www.aauw.org/2014/09/18/gender-pay-gap/ 

DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS: 
 
 

Karen Allen 
39026 Village 39, Camarillo 93012 
 

Jane Belbusti:   805-366-0048 
 

Gwen Chater:   805-630-1540 
email: gwen_chater@yahoo.com 
 

Laura Greffly: 626-825-6387 (cell) 
 

Pamela Perkins-Dwyer 
2002 Tulipan Dr., Oxnard 93030 
805-919-9324 (home) 
845-464-7515 (cell) 
 

Susan Thompson (Morrison)  
6793 Aviano Dr., Camarillo 93012   
805-484-1309 (home) 
805-402-0987 (cell) 
Husband: Ross  
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ADVERTISEMENTS Thank You For Your Generous Support! 

13 



October 2014 

Board of Directors 
Members 2014-2015 

 
Vanessa Otto 
President 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer, 
President-Elect 
Sara Stern 
Recording Secretary 
Celina Biniaz 
Corresponding Secretary 
Janet Lindgren 
Treasurer/Parliamentarian 
Agatha Miller 
Member Treasurer 
Diana Dingler 
VP, Hospitality 
Teri McDaniel 
VP, Membership 
Judi Gill 
VP, Programs 
Janet Lindquist 
Past President 
 
 
Newsletter Editorial Staff 

2014-2015 
Ann Wasson 
Editor 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer 
Design and Layout 

OCTOBER 2014  

Calendar Events 

 

 

   October 13     Tech Trek & General Meeting 
   October 14     Nonfiction Book Club Meeting 
   October 20     Monthly Board Meeting 
   October 25     Meet & Greet Breakfast  
   October 27     PM Book Club Meeting 
   October 28     General Meeting with R/Pecsok
  
 

Board 
Meeting 

Columbus 
Day 

Halloween 
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Tech Trek 
& Gen Mtg 

PM Book 
 Club 

Nonfiction  
Book Club 

Meet & 
 Greet 

Gen.Mtg 
R. Pecsok 


