
May 2015 

DAYTIME BOOK GROUP 

We are reading Let's Explore Diabetes 
With Owls by David Sedaris this 

month.  If you are able to attend our 
May 12th 1:00pm meeting, please 

RSVP to May’s host, Jerrie Newman, at 
805-389-3064 or 

martjerrie@verizon.net 
  

Future meetings, locations and 
books are listed below. 

  
 

June 9 Anita Roll Home 

The Romanov Sisters: The Lost Lives 
of the Daughters of Nicholas and 
Alexandra   by Helen Rappaport  

(available in paperback, hardcover, 
unabridged audio and Kindle) 

  
July 14 Eileen Rinde Home 

Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the 
3.5-Billion-Year History of the 
Human Body  by Neil Shubin 

 (available in paperback, hardcover, 
unabridged audio and Kindle) 

   
 

For More Information contact 
Barbara Hilburn 805-647-8970 

THE P. M. BOOK REVIEW  
 

This will be our last regularly 
scheduled book review for the 2014-

15 season.  We will meet on  
Monday, May 18th at 7:30pm  
at the home of Janet Jacobs  

2025 Vanguard Drive, Camarillo  
to review the haunting story What She 

Left Behind by Ellen Marie 
Wiseman.  If you plan to attend, please 

give Janet a call at 484-8069. 
  

For information contact  
Diana Dingler - 987-8013 

 

Bridge Anyone! 

 

We welcome anyone who would like to 
play bridge or learn to play bridge. We 

can always use substitutes!   
 

May 8  
At the home of Jeanne Biggs 

May 22  
At the home of Nancy Jaeger 

 

Please contact Nancy Jaeger if you can 
join us for either of the above dates.  She 

can be reached at 805-484-3778 or 
 nancyjaeger@verizon.net  

 

PUZZLE #1 ANSWERS 

 
A Map 

 
Silence 

mailto:martjerrie@verizon.net
mailto:nancyjaeger@verizon.net
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Talent Auction! 

 We are going to try something new as a mini-fundraiser at our May 30th general meeting.  It 
will be an “auction” of talent or service that can be purchased by other AAUW members in 
attendance. For example:  you may be willing to drive someone to an appointment, or make a 
special dessert/appetizer, or care for plants or a pet for a few days.  You could give some 
decorating or entertaining advice for half an hour, or offer to hem a skirt.  Can you help with 
typing a letter?  Or organizing a cupboard or closet for an hour?  Do you have some computer 
skills or photography wizardry to share? 
  

It doesn’t have to be a big, ambitious thing, just something that would be a “favor”.  The 
more small favors we have to auction, the more fun it will be.   
  

Here are the rules: 
1. Only AAUW members can bid on and exercise these options. 
2. “Favors” must be redeemed between June 1st and September 30th, 2015. 
3. Be sure to understand the specifics and limits before buying or selling  –  communicate 
clearly!  Know what you’re buying and selling. 
4. Pay for “favors” with a check to AAUW-Camarillo, but be sure to take home a 
description/contact card, too. 
  

For each item you wish to donate, please email the following to Ann Wasson, who will make up 
a description/contact card for the auction: 
Donor’s name 
Contact information (phone and/or email) 
Description of talent donation (what you are donating – this should be detailed to avoid 
misunderstandings – include what you are willing to do, limits of time/date/location – for 
example, if you are cooking/sewing/scrapbooking, who will provide the materials?) 
Estimation of total value in dollars (used to determine the opening bid number) 
  

Here’s an example of how this will work:  Ann is donating a decorative pillow.  She is providing 
the zipper, fabric from her stash (or you may provide your own), a 16”x16” or smaller 
polyester pillow form, matching thread, and labor.  Timing is flexible – anytime this summer is 
fine with her.  You will need to meet with Ann once briefly for fabric selection, and she will 
deliver the pillow to you on completion.  Value:  $40.   
  

If you’d like some input, please contact either Vanessa Otto or Ann Wasson to discuss your 
donation.  We can help in writing your description and determining the value. 
 

CONTACT Vanessa Otto votto@ootto.com 
Ann Wasson amwasson@gmail.com or 805-419-4509 

mailto:votto@ootto.com
mailto:amwasson@gmail.com


May 2015 

Great Decisions  

The Great Decisions discussion group will meet on Wednesday, May 27th, 5:30-7 pm, at 
Linda Cohenour's home, 6950 Calle Dia, Camarillo.   

To prepare, please read Chapter 3: Sectarianism in the Middle East. 
  

Many of the current conflicts in the Middle East have been attributed to sectarianism, 
a politicization of ethnic and religious identity. From the crisis in Iraq and Syria to the 
tension between Iran and Saudi Arabia, the struggle between Sunni and Shi‘i groups 
for dominance is tearing apart the region and shows no signs of abating. But for all 
the religious discourse permeating the conflict, much of its roots are political, not 
religious. How does sectarianism fit into a larger narrative of the Middle East? How 
have governments manipulated sectarian differences? And finally, what is the U.S. 
doing about it? 

  
Newcomers are always welcome.  If you haven't read the chapter, you can still join us for 

the video and discussion. Contact Kim for more information 805-231-2733  
  

http://www.fpa.org/great_decisions/index.cfm?act=topic_detail&topic_id=44
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“The Pay Gap Is Not Myth. It Is Math.”   
Lisa Maatz, AAUW Vice President of Government Relation 
 

California - A bill by state Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, D-Santa Barbara, to close the wage gap that 
women face at work, passed out of the Senate Labor and Industrial Relations Committee on 
Wednesday, April 22nd. The vote was 4-0.  Senate Bill 358, the California Fair Pay Act, would ensure that 
women are paid equally for work that is comparable or substantially similar to the work of their male 
colleagues, and do not face retaliation if they discuss or ask about pay at work. If signed into law, it 
would be the strongest equal pay law in the nation.  “Women are critical to building a strong and 
vibrant economy in this state and have played a pivotal role in the economic recovery of the past few 
years. They are also breadwinners in two-thirds of families with children. Yet women, especially 
women of color and mothers, continue to lose precious income to a pervasive, gender-based wage gap. 
SB 358 will make California’s equal pay law clearer, stronger, and more effective,” said Jennifer Reisch, 
legal director for Equal Rights Advocates, a San Francisco-based civil rights organization.  See this 
article for more information.   
 

Senator Jackson is chair of the California Legislative Women’s Caucus. SB 358 is one of the bills prioritized by 
the California Legislative Women’s Caucus this year as part of a package titled, “A Stronger California: Securing 
Economic Opportunity for All Women.” The package of budget recommendations and bills is designed to 
advance women’s economic opportunities as the state rebounds from the economic downturn. Jackson 
represents the 19th Senate District, which includes all of Santa Barbara County and western Ventura County. 
  

In northern California, AAUW San Francisco collaborated with the San Francisco Commission on the 
Status of Women to hold a stellar equal pay rally at city hall. AAUW San Francisco is acknowledged as 
the leading advocacy group on equal pay advocacy in the city. The branch was asked to host a press 
conference, and Roberta Guise, branch Co-Chair of Public Policy, served as the event’s MC. Six San 
Francisco city supervisors attended, speaking about equal pay and their commitment to co-sponsor a 
resolution declaring April 14 as Equal Pay Day in San Francisco. Several media outlets covered the 
press conference, resulting in stories in the San Francisco Chronicle and San Francisco Examiner, along 
with pieces on local CBS and Fox affiliates. The successful Equal Pay Day rally follows on the heels of 
another victory for AAUW San Francisco:  in November 2014, a city ordinance was passed that will 
require companies contracting with the city to report data on pay equity. 
  
U.S. - On Tuesday, April 14, President Obama issued a Presidential Proclamation declaring the date 
National Equal Pay Day. He spoke about the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and his creation of the National 
Equal Pay Task Force, which focuses on violations of equal pay laws. He also reiterated the critical role 
of Congress in this effort and urged them to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act. Broadening his call to 
advocacy, the President asked “all Americans to recognize the full value of women’s skills and their 
significant contributions to the labor force, acknowledge the injustice of wage inequality, and join 
efforts to achieve equal pay.”   
  
Check out AAUW’s The Simple Truth and learn the facts about the gender pay gap. 

http://sd19.senate.ca.gov/
http://sd19.senate.ca.gov/
http://sd19.senate.ca.gov/
http://www.noozhawk.com/article/jacksons_equal_pay_bill_passes_out_of_committee
http://www.noozhawk.com/article/jacksons_equal_pay_bill_passes_out_of_committee
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=TtHz5dK8zprSk9+/WWohw87QgkGn8qNg
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=yHJjA1aKBgBJcYmvTHl78M7QgkGn8qNg
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=G84kSA3/WFDjR3XelnyrbFrDYB4WCWeV
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=9Opa/9VHpjxGkSQodUQtes7QgkGn8qNg
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National News National News 

AAUW National Elections 

  
It’s time for AAUW National Elections!  Voting opened on April 15thfor members 
to select the AAUW president, vice president, and 10 directors. 
  
Be sure to cast your ballot before the deadline.  
 

April 1   Paper ballot request period began  
April 15   Online voting began  
May 8   Paper ballot request period ends 
May 26   Paper ballots must be postmarked by this date to be 
  counted. 
June 18–19  Online voting available at AAUW National  
  Convention, San Diego  
June 19, 9pm  End of online voting and voting at convention  
  
The AAUW website includes this Voter Guide, which has detailed information 
about casting your ballot.  For an up-close look at the candidates, check out the 
Candidates page.  For other questions, there is a frequently-asked-questions 
page. 

2015 AAUW National Convention  

Now’s the time to plan your trip to the convention, June 18–21!  Slots 
are filling up for the pre-convention tours. Don’t miss out on a tequila 

tasting, a sunset sail, or a tour of Coronado Island.  Get details about hotel 
accommodations, travel information and more at 

http://convention.aauw.org/plan-trip/.

http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/01/2015-AAUW-National-Election-Voter-Guide-nsa.pdf
http://www.aauw.org/resource/candidates-for-election-to-the-aauw-board-of-directors/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/faq-national-election/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/faq-national-election/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/faq-national-election/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/faq-national-election/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/faq-national-election/
http://convention.aauw.org/plan-trip/
http://convention.aauw.org/plan-trip/
http://convention.aauw.org/plan-trip/
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Loretta Lynch Confirmed as U.S. Attorney General 
 

After a five-month wait, nominee for U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch 
was confirmed by the Senate on April 23rd by a vote of 56–43. She becomes the first 
African American woman to serve in this position. Lynch, who had twice previously 
been unanimously confirmed by the Senate, was subjected to delay tactics from some 
Senators who objected to her defense of President Obama’s immigration executive 
orders. AAUW sent a letter to all Senators before the confirmation vote urging 
confirmation. Lynch was confirmed with the support of 10 Republicans, including 
Senators Ayotte (NH), Kirk (IL), Portman (OH), and Johnson (WI), who are up for 
reelection in 2016, as well as Senators Hatch (UT) Graham (SC) and Flake (AZ) who 
serve on the Senate Judiciary Committee. She will take over as Attorney General from 
Eric Holder, who has held the post since 2009. 

 

Anti-Human Trafficking Bill Passes  

Unanimously in the Senate 
 

This week the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act passed the Senate in a unanimous 
vote. The bill initially had strong bipartisan backing and was voted unanimously out of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. But the support eroded as the bill headed to the 
Senate floor after a Democratic aide discovered that Hyde Amendment language had 
been included in the bill. This language, a change from a previous version of the bill 
that was introduced in the last Congress, would forbid the use of restitution funds for 
trafficking victims’ health care needs, which could include abortion. Democrats 
filibustered the bill several times, stating that restricting non-tax dollars in this way 
was an unacceptable expansion of the Hyde Amendment (which has only ever applied 
to taxpayer dollars). Pressure mounted for the Senators to come to a compromise, as 
supporters of Attorney General Nominee Loretta Lynch, including AAUW, condemned 
the Senate for allowing her confirmation to languish. Finally, a bipartisan compromise 
was announced, which divides victim restitution funds into two streams. According to 
the compromise, fines paid by convicted sex offenders will pay for law enforcement 
and legal support for survivors, but not health care (as it would have initially). Health 
care needs for the victims will be paid for with community health center funds, which 
are subject to Hyde Amendment language. AAUW urged Senators to support the bill, 
and it passed on April 22nd  with a vote of 99-0. 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=3XK6MxLcfYxfVps0yXm6/K556za2NpxO
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ADVERTISEMENTS ADVERTISEMENTS 

Thank You For Your Generous Support! 



May 2015 

 Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

Please mark your calendar  

May 2nd & May 6th    Creative Arts workshop registration 
May 8th  Bridge group – noon to 3:30pm 
May 11th  OLLI registration begins for Taste of 
  OLLI and Summer Colloquium  
May 12th   Daytime Book Group – 1:00pm 
May 17th  AAUW Fundraiser – Santa Barbara 
  Symphony 
May 18th   Exec Board meeting  
May 18th   P.M. Book Review – 7:30pm 
May 22nd   Bridge group – noon to 3:30pm 
May 26th   AAUW paper ballots must be  
  postmarked by this date 
May 27th   Great Decisions – 5:30-7:00pm 
May 30th   General Meeting – see inside! 
  Installation of new Board of Directors 
May 30th   Meet & Greet – there is no gathering 
  this month 
May 31st  Last day for AAUW dues (if you want to 
   be in the roster!) 
 June 9th   Daytime Book Group – 1:00pm 
June 15th  Exec Board meeting  
June 18-21  AAUW National Convention in San 
  Diego 
September 20th Kick-off Meeting for 2015-16 

Local Chapter Board of 
Directors2014-2015 

Vanessa Otto 
President 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer,
President-Elect 
Sara Stern 
Recording Secretary 
Celina Biniaz 
Corresponding Secretary 
Janet Lindgren 
Treasurer/Parliamentarian 
Agatha Miller 
Member Treasurer 
Diana Dingler 
VP, Hospitality 
Teri McDaniel 
VP, Membership 
Judi Gill 
VP, Programs 
Janet Lindquist 
Past President 
Newsletter Editorial Staff 

2014-2015
Ann Wasson 
Editor 
Pamela Perkins-Dwyer 
Design and Layout 

Thank You For Your Generous Support! 




