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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear AAUW-Camarillo Members: 

 

Here we are in March, the month of Girl Scout Cookies and thoughts of spring gardens. 

 

I have three grand-daughters in scouting, and have been amazed to see how much the cookie-sale 

activity has evolved through the years.  Now girls are trained in sales, customer management, 

accounting and other aspects of the "business" of cookie sales, which fund many of the activities 

of each local troop.  You can even "buy" cookies you don't have to eat, as they ship the boxes of 

cookies off to the servicemen-and-women overseas.  It’s a great program to educate and empower 

girls and worthy of support. 

 

March is also the month when the garden, however small, has an irresistible pull. From Grandma 

to the littlest kids, everyone seems to want to get a trowel and plant something.  Where can I 

squeeze in ANOTHER pink rosebush? 

 

March is also the month when our Branch runs two important programs, the Women in History 

and Knowledge Bowl.  Both programs could use some MORE helpers - surely you can spare a 

Wednesday evening on the Bowl, or a morning sorting and storing props?  See more information 

on this inside. 

Because of these activities, we do not have a general meeting in March.  We will have two in 

April, so stay tuned.  April is also the month for the AAUW-CA annual meeting, which will 

be April 20th in Sacramento.  If this would interest you, check the AAUW-CA website soon for 

registration data. 

 

Best wishes, 

Vanessa Otto 

 

 

 

 

 

LATE BREAKING NEWS! 
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LATE BREAKING NEWS! 

 

VANESSA, 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! Just moments ago, the House of Representatives 
approved the Senate-passed Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) reauthorization that 
protects all victims and includes critical campus safety protections. This has been a long, 
hard battle, and I cannot thank you enough for contacting your elected officials and standing 
up with AAUW the whole way through. 
 

AAUW fought for this version of VAWA because it will create meaningful change on college 
campuses, which is essential in light of high-profile cases of rape and sexual assault. We 
celebrate that colleges and universities will now be required to create prevention programs 
for students and have greater transparency in reporting and better services for victims. 
Additionally, we should all be proud that the House and Senate acted quickly in the 113th 
Congress to move a bipartisan Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act. The House’s 
votes to reject a bad VAWA amendment and to approve the Senate-passed bill will send an 
inclusive VAWA reauthorization to the president’s desk. 
 

Today is a great day to be part of an organization whose volunteer Lobby Corps and 
members across the country have knocked on Congress’ door for almost two years urging a 
VAWA that would protect all victims and improve campus safety. Thank you again for your 
advocacy and your support. 
 

Yours in AAUW, 
Lisa Maatz 

AAUW Director of Public Policy and Government Relations 

 

P.S. Check out the picture of the all-star AAUW public policy staff celebrating today's 
victory! 

 
Registration for the 47th AAUW National Convention is now open! Take advantage of our 
early bird rate and register for convention today! 

 

Don't forget to follow AAUW Public Policy on Twitter and read AAUW's blog for 
the latest news and discussion of advocacy for women and girls!   
 

Are you an AAUW member? Subscribe to Washington Update, a members-only weekly 
e-mail bulletin with an insider's view on public policy and politics news, resources for 
advocates and programming ideas! 

 

Take the next step to break through barriers for women and girls: Join or donatetoday, and 
become part of the AAUW national community!  

 

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) empowers women and 
girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. Our nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organization has more than 150,000 members and supporters across the United States, as 

well as 1,000 local branches and 700 college and university partners. 
 

Have general questions about the American Association of University Women 
(AAUW)? Please contact connect@aauw.org or call 800/326-2289 between 10 am and 5 

pm Eastern, Monday through Friday. 

 

http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/MLNVSTQLSU/ODKBSTQRHY/9310043446
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/MLNVSTQLSU/HYSWSTQRHZ/9310043446
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/MLNVSTQLSU/OMSFSTQRIA/9310043446
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/MLNVSTQLSU/GDEJSTQRIB/9310043446
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/MLNVSTQLSU/AYRZSTQRIC/9310043446
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/MLNVSTQLSU/KDCISTQRID/9310043446
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/MLNVSTQLSU/LRHRSTQRIE/9310043446
mailto:connect@aauw.org
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Lois Evans Pattillo Stephens, Ed.D 
(October 4, 1918 – February 8, 2013) 

  

 

 

 

Family and friends shared stories about Dr. Lois Stephens at the memorial service for her on February 16, 2013 at 

Camarillo United Methodist Church.  Some stories evoked chuckles and smiles, some evoked tears but they all 

were testimony to the many lives Lois had touched in myriad positive, warm, and lasting ways.   Lois, 94, passed 

away peacefully on Friday, February 8th after a five week battle with pneumonia.  

 Lois was born in Casper, Wyoming and began her teaching career there, but she and husband, Jack, 

(deceased 1993) traveled west early in their marriage and had made their home in Camarillo since 1966.  Lois’s 

career as an educator spanned teaching assignments in Wyoming, Colorado, and San Diego before she joined the 

Oxnard School District in 1950.  There, she first served as an elementary teacher, then, the first female principal 

in the district, and, at the time of her 1982 retirement, was the Director of Instructional Services. While working 

in Oxnard, Lois earned her M.A. and Ed.D. degrees in education at UCLA. Well into her retirement, Lois, a lover of 

learning and dedicated educator, volunteered regularly in the Rio Lindo School kindergarten/first grade classroom 

of her daughter, Susan. 

Lois was a very active member of the community and, in 2000, in recognition of her substantial 

contributions to the quality of Camarillo life, was recognized with the honorary title of Camarillo Dona.  In addition 

to her long time membership and participation in Camarillo AAUW – which included participation in book groups, 

bridge games, special dinner events and multicultural projects– Lois was active in the Navy League, Friends of the 

Bard Mansion, Somis Thursday Club, Assistance League, and Red Cross.  She was known to all of us who were 

fortunate to have her in our lives to be a dear, loyal friend, a marvelous cook and hostess, an avid reader, a keen 

world traveler, an enthusiastic writer, a collector of owl memorabilia, and an unbeatable solver of crossword 

puzzles. 

Dr. Lois Stephens is survived by her daughter, Susan Johansson (also a long time Camarillo AAUW 

member), and son-in-law, Rick, Camarillo residents; her son, George Stephens, and daughter-in-law, Judy, who live 

in Maryland; four grandchildren, and seven great grandchildren.  She will be much missed by us all.  

 jpa 
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UPCOMING EVENTS! 

 

 
AAUW Meet and Greet Gathering 

 

When: Saturday, March 30th  (Always the last Saturday of the month) 

 

Where:  Breakfast Cafe, 317 Carmen Drive, Camarillo 

It's across the parking lot from Michael's and Trader Joe's 

 

Time:  IMPORTANT TIME CHANGE -- 9 AM 

 

Everyone is welcome, especially new and prospective members. 

Come and meet your friends and future friends at this popular breakfast cafe. 

 LILLY LEDBETTER 
 

There will be a special opportunity to hear Lilly Ledbetter speak about pay equity and the Fair Pay Act at 

CSUN on March 6th at 4pm. It will be in the Grand Salon, in Northridge on Nordhoff Street at Zelzah 

Avenue.  Parking is available for $6 in lot G4 on Zelzah, just north of Prairie. Carpooling encouraged!  

 

Lilly Ledbetter worked for nearly two decades at a Goodyear Tire plant in Alabama. She brought a 

complaint against Goodyear after she discovered that for years she had been paid less than male co-

workers with the same job. In 2008, the Supreme Court ruled that employees can only file a wage-

discrimination complaint within 180 days of the first discriminatory paycheck. 

Over the course of her career, she lost more than $200,000 in salary, and even more in pension and Social 

Security benefits and the Supreme Court decision left others in her situation with no recourse. 

On January 29, 2009, President Obama signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Restoration Act restoring the 

rights of employees who have been the victims of pay discrimination. Lilly is continuing to speak out to 

remind us that equal pay for equal work is a continuing struggle in the workplace. 

 

Reception: 2:30 PM - Tseng College Executive Conference Room 

Lecture and Book signing: 4:00 PM - Grand Salon, Student Union 
Park in lot G3, on Zelzah Ave. just north of Nordhoff ($6) 

There is no cost for either the reception or the lecture (Lilly’s book is $25), but please 

RSVP to Grace O’Bryan at 818-772-0679 or msdodgr2@sbcglobal.net by 

Monday, March 4 so that we can provide the appropriate amount of refreshments. 

http://www.airworkssolutions.com
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NON-FICTION BOOK CLUB 

The Non-Fiction Book group met in February at the home of Co-President Janet Lindquist.  What a marvelous hostess she 

is!  Janet made a beautiful lunch featuring local fruits and vegetables, all artistically presented.  We were so busy with the 

fine food we almost forgot to discuss the book of the month, which was Physics of the Future by Michio Kaku.  No 

worries - you can Google him and find a long YouTube lecture that gives the highlights of the book.  He tells of a lot of 

marvelous inventions that are in the pipeline for 20, 50 and 100 years in the future.  There is not much physics in 

it!  Although the near-future predictions are reasonable, I did not particularly regret that I will not live long enough to see 

the long-term gee-whiz changes.  Also, he mostly ignored the serious political, economic, ecologic and population issues 

that must be solved to get to the glorious future. 

 

The books for the coming months are: 

Mar 12 1491 by Charles Mann hostess Barbara Cudmore 

April 9 An Autobiography by Agatha Christie hostess Jan Cheveres 

May 14 Madame Secretary by Madeline Albright hostess Celina Biniaz 

 

PM BOOK REVIEW 
 

P.M. Book Review 
Diana Dingler - 987-8013 
 

This month we will be discussing the novel written by Paula McClain concerning Ernest Hemingway and 
his first wife, their years of living in Paris, and their association with other notables such as F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, William Faulkner, and Gertrude Stein.  The book, titled The Paris Wife, is well written, but you 
may find that it takes you on an emotional ride.  You may admire the writing skills, the fleshed out 
characters, the mental tour around Europe, but you might end up hating the book because of their 
lifestyle.  That, however, is a sign of a good author. I look forward to seeing you on Monday, March 25 at 
7:30 p.m. at the home of xxx.  Parking is tight so some of you may 
wish to carpool.  Our final two selections for the season are: 
 
Apr. 22:  Stone's Fall by Iain Pears 
May 20:  Lucy by Ellen Feldman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Bowl 
 
We have 13 teams lined up to participate in Knowledge Bowl this year! I am still looking for some members to assist 
with reading questions, timing, judging, etc. Please join in on the fun and let me know soon if you can help. No 
experience is necessary.  The dates and locations are as follows: March 6th - Pacifica High School, March 13th -
 Adolfo Camarillo High School, March 20th - Hueneme High School. We begin the competition at 6:00pm and usually 
finish before 9:30pm.  
 
Rebecca Pecsok 
 
rpecsok@gmail.com 

 

http://www.somisnuthouse.com/
mailto:rpecsok@gmail.com
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VISIT US ONLINE!  USE 

COUPON CODE JBJ25 

FOR 25% DISCOUNT! 

The AAUW Camarillo nominating committee has proposed the following Board for 2013-2014: 

 

 Jan Ackerman           Liaison 

 Jeanne Adams          Member-at-Large 

 Karen Allen               Creative Workshop 

 Celina Biniaz             Corresponding Secretary 

 Diana Dingler            Programs 

 Janet Lindgren          Treasurer 

 Janet Lindquist          Co-President 

 Norma Maidel            Public Policy 

 Teri McDaniel            Membership Vice President 

 Agatha Miller             Membership Treasurer 

 Vanessa Otto             Co-President 

 Sarah Therriault        Website 

 Kathy Van Slyke        Women in History 

 Kathy Yanov              CSUCI Liaison 

 Jackie Zierhut            Recording Secretary   

 

Elections will take place at the April Meeting, which will be April 21. 

Thanks to the committee composed of Karen Allen, Barbara Cudmore, Janet Lindquist and Sarah Therriault. 

Great Decisions 

Great Decisions will be meeting on Wed, Mar 6, 5:30-7, at Linda Cohenour's home to discuss Egypt: The 

popular revolution that ousted President Hosni Mubarak in 2011 ushered in the promise of radical change. Two 

years later, what is the state of Egyptian democracy? How will the military and the civilian government balance 

power? 

 

We will skip the end-of-March meeting, due to Spring Break travel and visitors, and meet again on Wed, Apr 

24, to discuss NATO:  How has NATO’s agenda evolved since its inception during the cold war? With its 

military commitment in Afghanistan winding down and a recent successful campaign in Libya, what are the 

Alliance’s present-day security challenges? 

 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/jewelsbyjackiecom
http://www.hayesgraphics.com
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Equal Pay Day is April 9, 2013! 
  

One of the most important AAUW Public Policy Priorities is that women deserve “fairness in compensation, 

equitable access and advancement in employment, and vigorous enforcement of employment antidiscrimination 

statutes.”   We are still not there!  Published last October, the newest AAUW study shows that just one year out of 

college millennial women are paid 82 cents for every dollar paid to their male peers.  Women are paid less than men 

even when they do the same work and major in the same field.   

  

The AAUW report, Graduating to a Pay Gap, also found that 20 percent of women working full time one year after 

graduation devote more than 15 percent of their earnings to paying back college loans. 

  

Equal Pay Day will be observed on April 9, 2013 - another year, another wage gap for women and their families. 

And with our inactive Congress and still-troubling economy, women feel the pinch of the wage gap, and there’s not 

much being done about it. That’s where AAUW members come in.  Our branches can make Equal Pay Day a 

Day of Action! 
  

An important step in closing the wage gap is for Congress to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act.  It would help close 

some of the loopholes in the Equal Pay Act of 1963 that have made it less effective.  Passage of the Paycheck 

Fairness Act is an AAUW focus in the 113th Congress. AAUW research allows us to say:  “There is a wage gap 

and here’s the numbers to prove it.” With this information, consider meeting with your U.S. Representatives or their 

local staff, asking them to support and cosponsor the Paycheck Fairness Act.  

  

Branch action on Equal Pay Day has the objective of raising the awareness of the issue in our communities, with 

our members, and especially with young women who are under the false impression that pay inequity has been 

“taken care of”. 

 Does your branch have a College or University partner?  Try to have an event on campus to educate young 

women about this issue. 

 Order from national a supply of The Simple Truth About the Gender Pay Gap brochures to pass out. 

 Write an Op-Ed for your local paper or send a letter to the editor.   

 And become better informed about Pay Equity online at www.aauw.org, in the Pay Equity Resource Kit. 

 Are your members signed up for the AAUW and AAUW CA Action Alerts so you can respond quickly to calls for 

action? You can sign up at either the national website or state, www.aauw-ca.org   

  

Be informed and Take Action!       

Sue Miller, AAUW CA VP, Public Policy Director 

 

http://www.ci.camarillo.ca.us/i3.aspx?p=186
http://www.optimaldevelopmentcoaching.com/
http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw-ca.org/


9 

  
GLORIA MIELE & TED RAINS TO BE HONORED AS CAMARILLO COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER LEADERS 

WOMAN AND MAN OF THE YEAR 

 

Congratulations to Gloria and Ted! We all know how much dedication, time, patience and selflessness are involved 

when it comes to community volunteering.  To be a distinguished member of our community speaks volumes to us.  

Gloria has involved herself in organizations in our community for women, business and education.  She is a founding 

board member of the CAPE School, Camarillo Chamber of Commerce, Ventura County AIDS partnership and 

Women’s Economic Ventures (based in Santa Barbara). Gloria moved her family from the big city of New York to 

Camarillo in 2003 where she immediately began involving herself in community volunteering projects. 

Ted Raines, husband of long-time Camarillo AAUW Branch will be distinguished as the Volunteer of the Year as 

well. He has been in the Camarillo community for more than 50 years! You may recognize him from the Citizen Parol 

of Camarillo, or the Camarillo-Somis Pleasant Valley Lions Club and many other organizations. 

More information and a complete article can be found at the following link: 

http://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/news/2013-02-

08/Business/Camarillo_volunteers_selected_to_receive_Chambers_.html 

More information on the Awards banquet Night and tickets can be found at this link: 

http://camarillochamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/top-ten-community-awards-banquet-14065 

 

 

 

 

http://camarillostorage.com/
http://www.camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com/
http://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/news/2013-02-08/Business/Camarillo_volunteers_selected_to_receive_Chambers_.html
http://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/news/2013-02-08/Business/Camarillo_volunteers_selected_to_receive_Chambers_.html
http://camarillochamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/top-ten-community-awards-banquet-14065
http://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/news/2013-02-08/Business/Camarillo_volunteers_selected_to_receive_Chambers_.html
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PUZZLES 
 

What kind of room has no windows or doors? 
 
 

Can you name four days which start with the letter "T"? 
 

Douglas Stephen Wilkinson 

 

The husband of our AAUW member Katherine Wilkinson, Doug Wilkinson, passed away after suffering a stroke 

on February 1, 2013, while vacationing in Keystone, Colorado. 

Doug was born in Pomona, California on August 11, 1957. He attended Damien High School in La Verne, 

graduating in 1975. He went on to attend the University of California Irvine, received his pharmacy degree at 

UC San Francisco, and graduated top of his class from the University of Southern California's medical school. 

He met Katherine at USC, where she was studying law, and they married in Long Beach in 1988. After the birth 

of Ellie and Tom, the family moved to Camarillo, where Doug worked as a cardiologist in Ventura and helped 

countless people for over 20 years. In his free time, Doug enjoyed traveling with Katherine, hiking, biking, 

skiing and spending time outdoors. His sense of humor, generosity and deep compassion for others will be 

greatly missed. 

He is survived by Katherine, his daughter, Ellie, and son, Tom. Services were held February 23rd at Padre Serra 

Parish. 

Bart Wood 

We have just heard of the passing of Bart Wood, the husband of member Nancy Wood.  He had been ill for 

some time.  He passed away on Febnruary22nd.  We all send Nancy our condolences and love at this difficult 

time. The Memorial Service for art will be Thursday, March 7 at 11:00 AM at the old chapel at Conejo 

Mountain Cemetery. The visitation will be at 10:30 that morning before the service. 

http://www.dynamicptinc.com/
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We are still seeking travelers to join our AAUW Fall cruise through Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, France 

and Switzerland.  Travel with this group supports our scholarship program.  AAUW will pay a referral fee to other 

charitable organizations if their members participate.  Talk to friends at church, school or other organizations. 


