
The President’s Message

December 2018

Dear AAUW Members, 

November started out so well, with a record number of women voted into office, including 
three of our members! Charlotte Craven will continue to serve on the Camarillo City Council, 
joined by Susan Santangelo, and Becky Cramer will be serving on the PV School board. 
Thanks to Bev Dransfeldt, Jessica Romero, and Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios for running!

Unforunately, the next day, our community was on the national news not for civic 
engagement or the beauty of the hills or the climate, but for a mass shooting, followed 
within hours by massive fires that left many homeless. Almost all the AAUW members in 
Paradise, CA lost their homes in the devastating Camp Fire. If you know of any of our 
members who need support after these tragic events, please let me know. See inside for 
ways to help our sisters to the north.

Our last meeting of 2018 will be a Board Meeting at my house at 6pm, Tuesday, Dec. 11. 
Light dinner will be served. All are welcome, but please RSVP by Dec. 9. I will have Axxess 
Books on hand through the end of the year for last minute gifts and fundraising. 

Our first meeting of the New Year will be on Tuesday, Jan 8, when we will have a very special 
presentation by local artist and Holocaust survivor, Fran Elson. Fran has created a series of 
glass panels that reflect her family’s story of survival. Now more than ever, with a 
resurgence of hate crimes around the globe, it is incumbent on all of us to never forget the 
atrocities of the Holocaust. I hope you will join us for this special meeting in the Somis
School Cafeteria, where we will have plenty of space for members and guests.

Also, save the date for the IBC luncheon: Feb. 16th at Los Robles Country Club.  Learn how 
AAUW is working to bridge the gap for pay equity. 

Wishing you a warm, loving holiday season and a happy, healthy New Year.

Best, 

Gloria Miele

Aauw.camarillo.president@gmail.com



General Meeting, Tuesday, January 8, 2019
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Glass artist Frances Elson presents

"BROKEN...A Holocaust Memorial in Fused Glass“

Tuesday, January 8, 7pm
Somis School Cafeteria

5268 North St., Somis (Park and enter on West St.)

A Holocaust Survivor, Fran has been working for years on a project about 
her family's story. Her presentation recounts her family's history and the 
lessons we can learn about the fragility of our freedoms. It debuted 
earlier this year to a very warm reception, and we are honored to offer 
this presentation to our members and their guests.

Special opportunity! On Saturday January 12 from 2-5 pm we are invited 
to visit Fran’s studio in Somis. More details to come. 

Please also see below for information on open studio times in December.
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Susan Seats Inspired! 

IBC Luncheon
Save the Date!

Susan has been to India many 

times as an educator and 

global citizen. She continues to 

support a program that 

donates desks and other 

supplies to impoverished 

schools and students. 

Saturday, Feb. 16th

11:30-2pm
Los Robles Country Club

Join AAUW Camarillo, Simi 
Valley and Thousand Oaks 
and enjoy a delicious lunch 
and panel highlighting how 
AAUW promotes financial 
literacy and pay equity for 
women. Details in the 
January Beacon. 
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Meet and Greet Breakfast, Saturday, Dec 29, at 9am 

Agave Maria’s Mexican 
Restaurant

710 Arneill Rd, Camarillo (across from CVS)

Join us for a fun social gathering at a new 
spot with a full breakfast menu.

Bring friends or prospective members.

Many thanks to 
Jerrie and Martin 
Newman for hosting 
a very festive 
holiday gathering, 
Janet Lindquist and 
Nancy Walters for 
hospitality and all 
who attended. 
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Women’s History Comes Alive!

The AAUW Women in History Program (WIH) will be ramping up 
early next year to plan and prepare for performances in March 
2019. The first event will be the Training Meeting set for Monday, 
January 28 at Dos Caminos. 5-5:30, set up; 5:30-6 Check in. 6-7:30 
meeting and training.  We will need a few volunteers for all of 
these activities. If you can help us, or if you would like further 
information on the WIH Program, please contact Jan Demonsy at 
(805) 419-4607 (pocaterraj@aol.com) or Ann Kahng at (805) 383-
1528 (akahng@gmail.com).

file:///C:/Users/Gmm23/Downloads/pocaterraj@aol.com
mailto:akahng@gmail.com
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Women’s History Comes Alive!
- Calling all Actors -
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Calendar of Events, 2018-2019

Dec. 11 – Board Meeting, 6pm. 6182 Palomar Circle. Please RSVP to Gloria 
aauw.camarillo.president@gmail.com by 12/9. 
Dec. 29 – Meet and Greet Breakfast, 9am, Agave Maria’s
January 1 – Happy New Year! 
January 8  - 5:30pm Board Meeting, 7pm General Meeting, Somis School Cafeteria.
January 26 - Meet and Greet Breakfast, 9am, Agave Maria’s 
Feb 16 – IBC Luncheon, AAUW Programs for Pay Equity - Financial Literacy and 
Negotiation Skills. 11:30-2pm, Los Robles Country Club. Registration info coming in Jan.
March 6, 13, and 20, 2019 – Knowledge Bowl. Contact Mary Goldberg for volunteer 
opportunities! 

Time is Running Out to Get Your 2019 Axxess Book!!

This excellent fundraiser 
is ending at the end of 

the month. 

AAUW earns $10 for 
each $30 book sold, and 
you can save hundreds! 
Look how much Gloria’s 

family saved in 2018! 

You can start saving with 
your 2019 book today! 

These make great gifts 
for the holidays.

Email aauw.camarillo.president@gmail.com to get yours before the end of the year. 

mailto:aauw.camarillo.president@gmail.com
mailto:aauw.camarillo.president@gmail.com


Learning, Playing, Connecting
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PM Book Review

The final meeting of 2018 is December 3rd at the home of Peg Tancreto. We will discuss the book 
Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark T. Sullivan. Please give Peg a call at (805) 482-1294 to let her know 
whether or not you are coming.

Great Decisions

We will meet just one time in December due to the holidays. We will be at the home of Janet 
Lindquist on December 14th. In January we will be hosted by Evonne Peterson on January 11th, 2019 
and Jeanne Biggs on January 23rd.

If you are interested in being a substitute, please contact Nancy Jaeger at (805) 484-3778 or 
nancyjaeger@verizon.net

Bridge News

Our chapter’s Great Decisions meetings – the fourth Friday of each month – are informal and invite 
discussion.  Before meeting, we read a brief chapter in our booklet.  When we meet, we watch a short 
video on the month’s topic and then discuss it for about an hour.  It’s a safe, informative, and non-
political venue to discuss important and current foreign policy matters.  No experience necessary!

Here are our upcoming 2019 topics:

 Refugees and Global Migration

 The Middle East: Regional Disorder

 Nuclear negotiations: Back to the Future?

 The Rise of Populism in Europe

 Decoding U.S.-China Trade

 Cyber Conflicts and Geopolitics

 The United States and Mexico: Partnership Tested

 State of the State Department and Diplomacy

Great Decisions is America's largest discussion program on world affairs. The program provides 
background information and policy options for the eight most critical issues facing America each year 
and serves as the focal text for discussion groups across the country. The mission of the Foreign Policy 
Association today, as it has been throughout its 100-year history, is to serve as a catalyst for 
developing awareness, understanding, and informed opinion on U.S. foreign policy and global issues. 
Through its balanced, nonpartisan programs and publications, the FPA encourages citizens to 
participate in the foreign policy process.

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Ann Wasson at (805) 419-4509 or 

amwasson@gmail.com.  We’d love to order a booklet for you!

mailto:nancyjaeger@verizon.net
mailto:amwasson@gmail.com


Public Policy Matters, by Kathy Long

Whew! We made it through the mid-terms with a record number of women elected to office across 
the country! Balance was brought back to center with Congress, with the Senate and House 
needing one another to move forward in 2019. As the new Congress is seated and state leaders 
return to Sacramento, we will be tracking legislative proposals to keep us all informed on the 
opportunities ahead. 

Locally we suffered with tragedies of the Borderline shooting and massive fires throughout our 
state. We will be working to rebuild for years to come, addressing public policies around both gun 
control and the urban/rural wildfire interface. Thousands of families were displaced; there is an 
extreme shortage of housing and shelter, leading to the subsequent need for collaboration with our 
state and federal agencies. You can help! The Paradise AAUW chapter is asking for help via the 
North Valley Community Foundation (nvcf.org), and locally our Ventura County Community 
Foundation (vccf.org) is point for supporting our neighbors and Ventura County communities.

On the public policy front, we will be tracking national AAUW as work continues with the new 
Congress to move key priorities:

• the Paycheck Fairness Act, which would make it easier for women who face pay discrimination 
to seek justice, 

• to urge Congress to act as a check on efforts to weaken health care and reproductive rights, 
and 

• to see where there is room for positive, bipartisan efforts in other areas.

In a recent newsletter, Kim Churches, the CEO of AAUW, talks about the mission to train 10 million 
women in salary negotiation by 2020. She states that 17,000 women around the country have 
already been trained, and she encourages readers to reach out to their elected officials to bring 
Work Smart programs to our communities. CEO Church says, "It’s about arming individuals. Women 
are not taught the same level of skills in how to negotiate as their male counterparts.” Learn more 
at http://salary.aauw.org/ work-smart. The goal is to achieve economic self-sufficiency for all 
women. Be sure to attend the IBC luncheon in February, where speakers will highlight all the ways 
AAUW promotes financial equity for women. 

We will continue to support progress for Title IX, continue support for a strong system of high-
quality public education, and to achieve equality, individual rights and social justice for our diverse 
society. These are all public policy priorities for the next year. 

Happy New Year 2019!

Public Policy Chair, Kathy Long
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Membership
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Welcome New Members!

Marguerita Cobelens
Carolyn Lingl

Any news to share? Milestones or awards to celebrate? Email 
camarillo.beacon@gmail.com and let us celebrate with you! 

Member News! 

Give a Grad the Gift of AAUW Membership!

As an AAUW member you can gift one year of AAUW national membership to as 

many recent college graduates as you like at no cost to them or you. Anyone who 

has completed their undergraduate degree in the past two years is eligible to 

receive one free membership from an AAUW member. This is a membership to 

AAUW National. If the Graduate resides in Ventura County, I recommend you also 

include an annual Camarillo Branch membership for only $10. This is a significant 

discount from our annual dues amount. 

For more information or to gift a Graduate please contact Shari Zaiger, Camarillo 

Branch Membership at (805) 386-2691 or sharizaiger@roadrunner.com.

file:///C:/Users/Gmm23/Downloads/sharizaiger@roadrunner.com


More on Membership

Not a member?  Or know someone who 
would be a great addition?

(1)  You may join and pay online with a credit 
card using the New Member Join link below. 
Right click on the link and then select “open 
hyperlink”:
AAUW Camarillo Branch New Member Join 
Link

This is a direct link to The Camarillo (CA) AAUW 
Branch. You will select New Member and for 
Member Type choose MOB-Branch Member. If 
you join between January 1st and March 15th, 
half-year dues apply. Annual dues will be due by 
June 30th of the same year.

(2)  Or you may join and pay with a check. 
Complete the Member Form in this Beacon. 
Follow the instructions on the Form.

Not sure if AAUW is a good fit for you? Try 
attending the monthly Meet & Greet Breakfast, 
held on the last Saturday of most months. Refer 
to the article in this Beacon for specifics. This is 
a pleasant social gathering for members and 
potential members. Hope to see you there!

(3) OR check out the Branch Website here:  
AAUW Camarillo (CA) Branch website

(4) OR attend the next Branch General meeting. 
Guests are always welcome. 

For questions please contact Shari Zaiger, 
Camarillo Branch Membership, at (805) 386-
2691 or sharizaiger@roadrunner.com.
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https://svc.aauw.org/RECore/wMembership/NewJoinBranch_Enter.asp?branchid=CA0132
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The Membership Committee Needs 
You

Here’s a chance to collaborate with others to 
expand our membership, invite your friends, 
and sustain our AAUW Branch. This newly 
formed committee is looking for participants 
who are willing to share networking skills 
and like to meet new members, but who 
also have limited time for committee 
meetings. Help us generate some innovative 
ways to “grow our group”! To learn more, 
please contact Jan Demonsy, Camarillo 
Branch VP of Membership, at (805) 419-
4607 or pocaterraj@aol.com.
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NEED A NAME BADGE?

If you are a new member, or if you'd like an alternative 
to your older name badge, here is your chance! The 
new badges are more colorful and easier to read. They 
are comprised of an aluminum plate mounted on blue 
plastic with either a pin or magnet backing.

If you would like to order a badge, please mail a check 
for $10 made out to

"AAUW Camarillo," to: Ann Wasson 210 Frenchys
Cove #3 Camarillo, CA 93012.

Please make two notes on the check: 
1. Your name as you wish it on the badge and 
2. Whether you would prefer a magnet back or a pin 

back.

Camarillo Branch 
Board of Directors and Chairs

2018-2019

Gloria Miele
President

Aauw.camarillo.president@gmail.com

Jennie Baker
VP, Programs
Ann Kahng

Recording Secretary
Vanessa Otto

Treasurer
Jan Demonsy

VP, Membership
Shari Zaiger

Membership Treasurer
Diana Dingler

Corresponding Secretary
Kathy Long

Public Policy
Pam Perkins-Dwyer

Past President
Nancy Walters/Janet Lindquist

Hospitality
Kay Ito

Communications and PR
Ann Wasson
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See Your Ad Here! 

Send a business card and a check for $60 to 

AAUW Camarillo Branch

P.O. Box 862

Camarillo, CA

93011

Or email a high resolution image to 

camarillo.beacon@gmail.com

Our 

advertisers 

appreciate 

your 

business.

Mention AAUW!
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